LEAH GARCHIK

Unwrapped, but still
Pier 24 is gift to the city

On the rainiest day of the year, last
Thursday, I went to the Pier 24 Photog-
raphy gallery to see “Secondhand,” a
photo exhibition that opened there in
August and will be there until the end of
May. The show features the work of
artists who use appropriated images —
already made by others — edited, cut
and juxtaposed to “become a way of
| digesting and understanding the over-
abundance of visual information circu-
lating daily,” says its catalog.

Some of the artists are well known
(John Baldessari and the late Larry
Sultan among them), at least one local
(Matt Lipps, about whom Sam Whit-
ing has written in this paper), and oth-
ers less familiar. Dutch artist Erik Kes-
sels, whose works take up three rooms
in the gallery, shares se-
ries of images taken peri-

whom one should give tips. Among
those not to be forgotten by local resi-
dents: housekeeper, gardener, pet
groomer, pool cleaner and doorman
(doorman in Mill Valley?). But what
about one’s personal trainer, Pilates
instructor, veterinarian, endocrinol-
ogist, foot masseuse, psychic and
cheese vendor?
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» Conan O’Brien and wife were at Fat
Angel for a drink recently, before head-
ing off to dinner at State Bird.

» The “largest interactive living nativ-
ity in California” is Bethlehem A.D., a
free pop-up Nativity scene/petting zoo
in Redwood City the nights of Sunday-
Tuesday, Dec. 21-23. Organizers say
that in 2013, Lloyd Pa-
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sible to have that glimpse. The room is
spectacular under any weather condi-
tions, and I couldn’t resist asking to see
it in the storm.)

Splashing my way back to the office
after the visit, it occurred to me that this
institution, run by the Pilara Founda-
tion, is a fine-arts equivalent to Warren
Hellman’s Hardly Strictly Bluegrass.
Admission to the gallery is free, and
anyone can make an appointment to
visit. The hardcover catalog for the show
costs only $15, the cost of its production.
The Pilara Family Foundation is headed
by Andrew and Mary Pilara, but their
names are nowhere in the catalog. Chris-
topher McCall, director of the gallery
and curator of “Secondhand,” is named
only on the last page of the catalog.

This is a gift to the city — no Kickstar-
ter campaign, no fundraising gala, no
pleas for public support — and everyone
is invited to share in its pleasures. So to
the Pilaras, a big thank you. More in-
formation is at www.pier24.org.
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Valley Patch prov1des a hst of people to

Dan Nicoletta, who was a close frien
of Harvey Milk and an important !
ﬁgure played by Lucas Grabeel in the'
movie “Milk,” has moved to Grants |
Pass, Ore., to live with his longtime
partner, Mike Pinatelli Jr. Inane- |
mail to friends, he wrote that he wantsé
to work on getting his photography
published, and that the years in San
Francisco, particularly after “Milk”
came out, have been so hectic that
finding time and focus was impossible.
“I am finally catching my breath and
definitely need an environmental
change in order to hear myself think
better.”
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Blue Shield, invited by Steve Rob-
ert to be an honored guest at the tree-
of-despair-trimming party, suggests:

“The holidays can bring two un-
welcome guests: stress and depression.
... Learn the difference between normal
sadness and depression.”
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