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LOOKING FORWARD

TEN YEARS OF PIER 24 PHOTOGRAPHY

Looking Forward—the second of two consecutive exhibitions celebrating the tenth anniversary of
Pier 24 Photography—nhighlights a selection of photographers collected by the Pilara Foundation
over the past decade. With a focus on single artist galleries, Looking Forward demonstrates our
belief that exhibiting photographers” works in depth is the best way to communicate their visions
for a given project or moment in time.

Many of the featured photographers address the human condition in the twenty-first century.
Tabitha Soren reflects on how we relate to others and the mass media we consume in an era domi-
nated by digital technology. Tania Franco Klein depicts anonymous characters in cinematic worlds
pervaded by feelings of isolation and disconnection, where ambiguity undermines any perceived
narrative. Todd Hido juxtaposes ethereal pictures of romantic landscapes with scenes of industrial
development and devastation caused by wildfires.

Erica Deeman, Zanele Muholi, Eva O’Leary, and Chanell Stone examine contemporary identity
politics. Deeman’s portraits of men from the African diaspora speak to the social constructs of
identity, gender, and race. Muholi’s evocative self-portraits integrating everyday objects redress
inequalities in representation in portraiture by forefronting black, queer, and trans narratives in their
native South Africa. O’Leary’s tender portraits of adolescent and college-age women focus on how
the self-images of young women—informed by the media and societal expectations—shape their
projected identities. And Stone creates intimate self-portraits, still lifes, and landscapes that explore
the black body’s relationship to nature—overlooked urban environments in particular—claiming
the natural world as a site for reconciliation and reprieve.

Pier 24 Photography’s long-standing dedication to collecting work related to the city of San
Francisco and the San Francisco Bay Area is also prominent. In the reception area, we pay tribute to
our location under the Bay Bridge with pictures commissioned by three different photographers—John
Chiara, Veronika Kellndorfer, and Richard Learoyd—and an installation of vintage postcards illus-
trating this iconic structure through the decades. Awoiska van der Molen’s striking black-and-white

nighttime scenes and John Chiara’s ethereal skyline views reveal their makers” unique perspectives
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on and approaches to San Francisco’s urban landscape. Daniel Postaer’s poignant vignettes of the
evolving city and Austin Leong’s wry black-and-white pictures of everyday moments on the street
speak to a constantly changing social climate.

The exhibition’s earliest pictures exemplify twentieth-century approaches to working in the urban
landscape. Fred Herzog and Ray K. Metzker documented everyday urban life in their respective cities
of Vancouver and Chicago, memorably capturing their environs through their distinctive styles.

In 2019, Looking Back, the first of our two tenth-anniversary exhibitions, focused on some of the
collection’s key building blocks. Looking Forward demonstrates the scope and focal points of more
recent collecting. Together, these anniversary exhibitions consider the collection’s origins, decade-

long history, and future trajectory.
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In the exhibition overview below, the artist and the series on view are listed

with a thumbnail image.

Y L LLL LY

FLLLY £ L0104
7z

S

/;7/.—"/; AT

A

F S fir g

John Chiara, Mission Street at Fremont Street, 2017

John Chiara
Beyond Here Lies Nothing

Erica Deeman, Llane, 2016

Erica Deeman
The Brown Series
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Tania Franco Klein, Tub, Fork (Self-portrait), 2022

Tania Franco Klein
Long Story Short

Daniel Gordon, Summer Still Life, 2016

Daniel Gordon
Table Arrangements
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Fred Herzog, Man with Bandage, 1968

Fred Herzog
Chasing Color

Todd Hido, #11798-4172, 2017

Todd Hido
Bright Black World
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Richard Learoyd, Untitled, 2017

Richard Learoyd
Catastrophe

Richard Learoyd, Apples, 2016

Richard Learoyd
Small Photographs and Studio Fragments
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Austin Leong, Yerba Buena Lane, San Francisco, CA, 2016

Austin Leong
Our Time Together

Ray K. Metzker, Philadelphia (81 DA-2), from the series City Whispers, 1981

Ray K. Metzker
Of Light and Shadow
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Zanele Muholi, Ntozakhe II, Parktown, 2016

Zanele Muholi
Somnyama Ngonyama

Left to right: Eva O’Leary, Navaeh, 2017 and Eva O’Leary, Katy (Pinchot Hall), 2017

Eva O’Leary
Concealer
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Daniel Postaer, San Francisco, Austin Street, 2018

Daniel Postaer
Boomtown

Tabitha Soren, northcountrypublicradio.org/across-the-country-crowds-march-in-protest, 2017

Tabitha Soren
Surface Tension
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Chanell Stone, Mending, 2019

Chanell Stone
Natura Negra

Awoiska van der Molen, PDr-SF, 2018-20

Awoiska van der Molen
Kiss the Night Air
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Chanell Stone, Existential Study of Self, 2019

Front cover: Daniel Gordon, Still Life with Pineapple and Oranges, 2015

Pie r 24 Photograp hy Located on San Francisco’s Embarcadero, Pier 24 Photography provides a quiet, contemplative
environment for viewing photographic works. Pier 24 houses the permanent collection of
the Pilara Foundation, which is dedicated to collecting, preserving and exhibiting photography.
We seek to engage the community through exhibitions, publications, and public programs,
and we welcome members of the public, academic institutions, and museum groups for self-
guided tours that last up to two hours. Pier 24 Photography is free and open to the public
Monday through Friday by appointment.

The Pilara Foundation collection includes over 5,000 photographs by 300 artists. The core
of the collection focuses on twentieth-century American photographers. Beyond this central
concentration, works are international in scope and span from the nineteenth century to
the present.
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